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The phantom menace
TEASER

FADE IN:

INT. SEAN’S ROOM – NIGHT

SEAN is sitting watching TV awaiting the next program. SEAN is tired and is half asleep. SEAN wakes up when he sees REY JAY RAY on the screen. We focus on the TV screen. SEAN is viewing a popular Hollywood gossip show.

TV announcer

…and tonight we got an exclusive interview with popular game show host Rey Jay Ray. In his first interview since the kidnapping of his co-host Vanessa

Sad music begins to play.

REY JAY RAY talks to HT about his desperate search for the kidnapper and the downward spiral of his life since the cancellation of his popular game show.

rey jay

To quote The Beatles: Help!

Screen changes to show a drunk woman on the screen in slow motion.

TV announcer

And details on Courtney Love’s  drug and indecent exposure charges. All on tonight’s Hollywood Tonight.

Hollywood Tonight theme begins to play.

FADE OUT:

END OF TEASER

ACT ONE

FADE IN:

INT. SEAN’S ROOM – NIGHT

SEAN is sitting watching the TV. REY JAY is being interviewed for Hollywood Tonight. The setting is the typical fancy living room type set seen during many celebrity interviews. REY JAY sits across THE INTERVIEWER.

interviewer

Thank you for joining us during this trying time for you.

rey jay

It has been very trying indeed. I guess you could say, to quote Michael Benyaer from Reboot: “This is bad, very bad.”

interviewer

What has it been like since your show was cancelled?

Rey jay

Things have just been terrible. Galaxy Warriors was my baby. My crown jewel. It was the pinnacle of my career and in one fateful night, my baby, my crown jewel, was dead. Then the accusations came.

interviewer

The accusations of your crime affiliations?

rey jay

Yes, these lies began to come out after my last broadcast. These stories of my supposive crime affiliations and my assault of a federal agent after my last show. These stories have been very detrimental to my career. I haven’t been able to find any work since.

interviewer

What about SEAN COLLINS, the teenage contestant that single handedly assaulted your crewmembers and ruined your studio?

rey jay

I don’t hold a grudge. What’s in the past is in the past. All I want is for this nightmare to end and for my darling VANESSA to be returned to me. I agreed to this interview for one reason and that was to quote The Beatles: Help! If there is anyone that can help me; anyone at all, please help me return my VANESSA to me.

SEAN changes the channel.

sean

Sucks to be that jerk. Time to look for something better to watch. Awe COPS, that’s always fun.

SEAN changes the channel to COPS. We focus on the screen to reveal REY JAY RAY on the screen.

sean

They’re covering this crap too?

We TIGHTEN on the screen again. SEAN changes the channel again, again, and again. The screen continues to only show REY JAY RAY. REY JAY RAY is standing in an abandoned studio.

rey jay

Hello, hey hello there!

(clears throte)

Greetings my nemesis. As I’m sure you know by now, my beautiful co-host VANESSA was kidnapped. I need your help SEAN. Whoever kidnapped is using me to get to you. You have to believe me SEAN. Here look-

REY JAY takes out a piece of blue paper. He shoves it in front of the camera displaying it. The blue paper has letters glued to it from magazines and newspapers in order to make out a letter.

rey jay

The kidnappers ransom note.

REY JAY removes the letter from the front of the camera revealing himself to the camera again.

rey jay

I’ll read it to you. It says:

(evil voice)

To: REY JAY RAY, Game Show Host Extraordinaire. If you ever want to see your precious VANESSA again, bring SEAN COLLINS to my lair at 223 Executive Dr. Middlesborough. If you don’t deliver him to me within the next 48 hours, your VANESSA will meet her demise. Sincerely, THE PHANTOM.

(dramatically)

See SEAN, I need your help! I don’t know what THE PHANTOM wants with you, but if we don’t do what he says, my VANESSA will be lost forever. Please, please, please, I’m begging you. Please help me. This is REY JAY RAY signing off.

The broadcast ends. The screen switches back to its regularly scheduled program. SEAN sits and thinks for a moment. Then, he goes downstairs halfway to get QUINN.

sean

QUINN! Hey, QUINN! You down there or are you hibernating or whatever it is that you do!?

QUINN appears behind him.

sean

(freaked out)

Jesus Christ QUINN! You almost gave me a heart attack!

quinn

My apologies.

sean

…anyway, ya know that game show host guy that kidnapped me? He just spoke to me through the television. He says that I need to help him or his girlfriend is going to be killed by some guy.

quinn

I see…

sean

…um, I believe this is where you give me your advice.

quinn

I’m going to encourage you to do whatever you feel is the right thing to do. After all that has happened, I believe I can trust you to make the right decision.

sean

..which would be?

quinn

I would advise against it. It is very probable that he is trying to deceive you.

sean

Yeah, that’s what I was thinking. Then again, if he’s telling the truth, I’m screwed also. So it looks like I’m screwed either way.

quinn

It is a very difficult..to put your trust in the hands of an enemy.

sean

I think I’ll do it. If it ends up being a trap, then I’ll just deal with it.

quinn

Very well, I will not stop you. I hope you are making the right decision.

sean

Yeah um, thanks QUINN.




CUT TO:

EXT. EXECUTIVE DR. – DAY

We see SEAN driving down EXECUTIVE DR. while the sun is rising. The street is full of office buildings. SEAN turns into 223 EXECUTIVE DR. He stops in front of the front entrance where REY JAY RAY is waiting. REY JAY runs up to SEAN’S car estatic.

rey jay

Thank god, thank god, thank god you’re here SEAN.

Sean

Cut me the melodramatics pal. Lets get this over with, huh?

rey jay

Sounds good to me. To quote Mills Lane: Let’s get it on!

SEAN rolls his eyes and sighs. He has an annoyed look on his face. REY JAY leads the way into the building.

INT. 223 EXECUTIVE DR. - DAY

SEAN and REY JAY enter the building. It consist of one, large, dark room.

sean

Hello!?

(pause)

Hellooooo….

(another pause)

Well REY JAY, it looks like he’s not gonna show. Now if you don’t mind, I got some Spier-Man villains to bash on my PS2.

SEAN begins to walk away. Suddenly a large light lightens up the room. The light reveals VANESSA hanging from the roof. She is hanging above a giant vat of acid. On the side of the vat is a platform. Standing on it is THE PHANTOM. THE PHANTOM is wearing a black tuxedo, white mask covering his face, and a black cape. We TIGHTEN on THE PHANTOM. THE PHANTOM laughs evily.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT ONE

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. 233 EXECUTIVE DR. – DAY

SEAN and REY JAY are standing before THE PHANTOM. THE PHANTOM is standing on a platform connected to a giant vat of acid. Above the vat VANESSA is being suspended from the roof.

vanessa

REY JAY, help me!

rey jay

I’m coming VANESSA!

REY JAY starts to run towards the vat.

the phantom

Not so fast hero!

THE PHANTOM puts his hand over a lever. REY JAY sees what THE PHANTOM is doing and he stops.

the phantom

One more move and she is loward into my vat of super corrosive acid!

sean

Hey, make sure you don’t get her too close to that! You don’t want her to melt!

SEAN laughs.

sean

Come on REY JAY. You don’t expect me to really believe this? This is the most ridiculous thing I’ve ever seen!

rey jay

(to SEAN)

This isn’t funny! My VANESSA’S life is in the hands of that psycho!

(to THE PHANTOM)

I did what you want, now hand over VANESSA you mad man!

the phantom

It isn’t going to be that easy! SEAN, you will need to perform three task for me. When you have done those task, she will be released.

sean

What if I say no?

rey jay

Are you kidding!?

THE PHANTOM laughs.

the phantom

I believe we both know the answer to that!

THE PHANTOM begins to lower VANESSA a bit. VANESSA screams.

rey jay

Stop that you creep!

THE PHANTOM laughs evily.

The phantom

Oh yes, I almost forgot. In addition to this beautiful young lady meeting her end, I will hunt the both you down. I will make the both of you wish that you were dropped in a vat of acid because your fate will be much worse!

THE PHANTOM throws SEAN a piece of paper. It has instructions typed on it.

sean

Yep, sure thing pal. Whatever you say.

SEAN catches the piece of paper.

The phantom

You question my sincerity!? Foolish boy, I am THE PHANTOM! I can make you wish you never were born!

sean

How about that REY JAY? This guy spews out more clichés than you do.

the phantom

Enough! I will not stand idly by and be mocked!

THE PHANTOM begins lowering VANESSA again.

THE PHANTOM

Now, you have work to do! I suggest you begin immediately or else!

sean

Okay REY JAY, I think I had enough of this. I’m out.

SEAN begins to leave.

rey jay

Just one more thing PHANTOM.


SEAN waits to see what REY JAY has to say.

rey jay

Who are you and why are you doing this to me!? Why do this to VANESSA!? She never did anything to you!

the phantom

Who am I? You know who I am REY JAY. I am the modren man, who hides behind a mask. My heart is human, my blood is boiling, my brain I.B.M., so if you see me acting strangely, don't be surprised. I'm just a man who needed someone, and somewhere to hide.

SEAN smiles and rolls his eyes.

rey jay

What!?

The phantom

That is all you need to know. No be gone with you!

rey jay

I’ll be back for you VANESSA! I love you!

REY JAY rushes out. SEAN follows behind him much slowly laughing.

rey jay

What’s so funny!? A woman’s life is at stake!

SeAN

If only I could believe that.

rey jay

What do you mean!?

sean

Oh please REY JAY. Even you can’t believe I would be stupid enough to fall for that. I seen better acting in Jenna Jameson movies.

(mockingly)

I am THE PHANTOM!

(normally)

Give me a break. I think he was quoting a Styx song at one point there. How am I suppose to take something like that seriously?

REY Jay

(angrily)

Well you better start mister! Because you’re not going to do anything that would jeopardize my VANESSA!

SEAN

Don’t get your underwear in a knot REY JAY. I’ll do it. And not as a favor to you, but only if this guy turns out to be for real. And that’s a big if. I still think something smells fishy and I don’t think its because your girlfriend hasn’t showered in awhile.

rey jay

(more calmy now)

Well, thank you. Lets get-

sean

Nope, stop right there. I’m doing this alone.

rey jay

But you may need my help.

sean

Look, I don’t trust you. I do this my way or I’m not doing it at all.

rey jay

(unenthusiastically)

Fine…

sean

(enthusiastically)

Good. To put it like you would:

(mockingily)

To quote Sean Connery from The League of Extraordinary Gentlemen:

(scottish accent)

Then the game is on.

(normal)

Have yourself a good day REY JAY.

SEAN slaps him in the back. SEAN goes inside his car smiling.

sean

Listen, don’t get yourself too “hung up” over it.

SEAN laughs. SEAN starts up the car and begins talking to himself.

sean

THE PHANTOM. That’s great…

SEAN drives off.









CUT TO:

EXT. WOODS – DAY

SEAN is walking through the woods according with the instructions. SEAN looks at the directions again to make sure hes got everthing right.

 sean

Task #1. Retrieve the hockey mask from the serial killer.

SEAN looks around the woods. SEAN takes out his journal. We see SEAN write in his journal as we hear a voice over of what he is writing.

sean V.o.

Let me get this straigt, this PHANTOM guy kidnaps a C level celebrities girlfriend just so he can get me to do some dumbass scavenger hunt.

We see feet crushing leaves. Slasher horror music plays in the background. SEAN turns around hearing the footsteps. SEAN puts away his journal and walks to where he heard the footsteps.

sean

Strange..

We see the toroso of THE SERIAL KILLER walking now faster than before. He walks behind SEAN as the same horror music is heard. SEAN turns around and again sees nothing.

sean

Okay, come on out pal! Lets get this stupid thing over with!

We see the back of THE SERIAL KILLER’S head as he approaches SEAN. He is even faster than he was before. The same horror music plays. We finally see THE SERIAL KILLER’S face now. He rushes towards SEAN screaming holding a large knife. He is wearing all black and a hockey mask. He almost reaches SEAN when he suddenly falls flat on his face when he trips on a branch. He gets back up again after a few seconds and starts screaming again. SEAN runs for it. SEAN loses him. He hides behind a tree observing THE SERIAL KILLER. SEAN picks up a rock and throws it at THE SERIAL KILLER.

the serial killer

Argh, damnit!

THE SERIAL KILLER looks down at the ground to see what hit him.

the serial killer

I know where you are now!

THE SERIAL KILLER runs in the wrong direction. SEAN hits him with another rock.

the serial killer

Come out you son of a bitch!

THE SERIAL KILLER unknowingly walks closer to SEAN. SEAN throws a much bigger rock at THE SERIAL KILLER’S chest.

the serial killer

Argh, god damnit! Come out here now!

SEAN

If you insist!

SEAN comes out from behind the tree he was hiding behind. He punches THE SERIAL KILLER square in the face. Knocking him to the ground.

the serial killer

I’m going to slash your throte out! Arrrgghh!!!!!

THE SERIAL KILLER lunges towards SEAN with his knife. SEAN dodges.

the serial killer

Stop running away! I’ll kill you!

sean

Alright!

THE SERIAL KILLER lunges towards SEAN again with his knife. SEAN dodges him. He hits his knife against a tree. It falls from his hand.

the serial killer

Awe, shit!

SEAN picks up a branch and knocks it across THE SERIAL KILLER’S head. SEAN knocks THE SERIAL KILLER out. He takes off his mask.

sean

Thanks a lot dude. Now its off to the next crazy thing this says to do.

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT TWO

ACT THREE

FADE IN:

EXT. SPACE SHIP SET – DAY

SEAN pulls up to a set of the interior of a space ship. It is circular and his surrounded by a large cloth that is made to look like the exterior of space. SEAN gets out and reads the next instruction out loud.

sean

Task #2. Battle the space warlord and retrieve his sword.

SEAN pulls out his journal. We hear a voice over of what he is writing as we watch him write in his journal.

sean

The next stop on our dumbass scavenger hunt brings us to the giant black curtain of doom. Inside, SEAN will do battle with the evil space warlord. Does our hero have what it takes to defeat the space warlord’s onslaught?

SEAN walks up to the set. SEAN tries to push through the curtain but it won’t budge.

sean

How the heck am I suppose to get into this thing? Hey, SPACE WARLORD! A little help here!

There’s no response.

sean

Awe, screw it…

SEAN backs up. SEAN then charges into the curtain ripping it. SEAN lands inside the SPACE SHIP SET. SEAN hits his head on a platform inside the SPACE SHIP SET.

sean

Owe, owe, owe, damnit.

SEAN starts holding his head where he hit it. SEAN gets up on top of the platform. The platform is circular. It is surrounded by a large grey wall with many large circular openings in it making it appear as if it is surrounded by glass windows. A circular opening is in the center of the platform. A bright white light begins to shine from it. The SPACE WARLORD is slowly elevated to the top of the platform. THE SPACE WARLORD laughs. He’s wearing a black cape and black helmet/mask.

sean

I see you had better luck finding the way in here than I did.

THE SPACE WARLORD continues.

sean

Okay, just ignore me. Hey, I’m talking to you!

space warlord

(out of breathe)

I've been waiting for you, SEAN. We meet again, at last. The circle is now complete. When I met you I was but the learner. Now, *I* am the master.

sean

Dude, I never met you before.

SPACE WARLORD pulls out his sabre. He pulls out another one.

space warlord

(out of breathe)

Take your sabre!

THE SPACE WARLORD throws the sabre to SEAN. It lands in front of him. SEAN picks it up.

sean

I’m suppose to fight you with this stupid plastic sword?

space warlord

(out of breathe)

I find your lack of faith disturbing. Engard!

THE SPACE WARLORD lunges at SEAN. SEAN blocks him with his plastic sword. They continue to try to hit each other with each others swords until THE SPACE WARLORD corners SEAN.

space warlord

(out of breathe)

You are beaten. It is useless to resist. Don't let yourself be destroyed as Obi-Wan did.

sean

What the fuck are you talking about?

SEAN escapes but is soon cornered again.

space warlord

(out of breathe)

SEAN, you can destroy the Emperor. He has foreseen this. Join me and together we will rule the galaxy as father and son.

sean

Has anyone ever told you you sound like the annoying kid on Malcolm In The Middle?

SEAN escapes again. SEAN decides he has to finish this guy off. SEAN drops his sword.

Sean

Oh no, I seemed to have dropped my sword. Whatever shall I do?

THE SPACE WARLORD thinks he has SEAN now and goes for the kill. SEAN takes the sword from THE SPACE WARLORD and makes a run for it.

space warlord

(out of breathe)

Give me back my sword fool!

SEAN runs into his car. THE SPACE WARLORD is in hot persuit. THE SPACE WARLORD starts pounding his fist on SEAN’S hood. SEAN rolls down his window.

sean

That should teach ya for wasting my time!

SEAN begins to drive off.

sean

And stop calling my house shilling high speed DSL! Its starting to get really annoying!

SEAN drives away from the set with THE SPACE WARLORD continuing to run after him.




CUT TO:

EXT. CAVE SET – DAY

SEAN is standing outside a set that would be used for a TV show. It consist of a cave, statues, and jungle paraphanalia.

sean

Task #3. Go inside the cave and replace the Crazy Monkey Artifact with a bag of dirt. One false move and it can mean your doom.

SEAN takes out his journal again. We hear a voice over of what he is writing as we see him writing.

sean

Well here it is, the final stop on the dumbass scavenger hunt. This place looks like something out of tarzan. At least this crap will be over soon.

SEAN puts away his journal. SEAN starts to make his way to the cave.

sean

(singing)

O-wim-o-whe-o-wim-o-weh

O-wim-o-whe-o-wim-o-weh

O-wim-o-whe-o-wim-o-weh
SEAN makes his way in. Inside the cave is a round room surrounded by torches. An altar sits in the middle of it. THE CRAZY MONKEY ARTIFACT sits on top of the altar. It's clear SEAN wants to replace the ARTIFACT with the bag as smoothly as possible. His hand seems ready to do that once, when he stops, takes a breath and loosens his shoulder muscles.  Now he sets himself again. And makes the switch!  The idol is now in his hand, the bag on the pedestal. For a long moment it sits there, then the polished stone beneath the bag drops five inches. This sets off a huge mysterious mechanism that rumbles into action deep in the temple. A giant boulder starts to chase SEAN out of the cave. SEAN starts to run away from it. We see SEAN exiting the cave while the boulder chases from behind him. It spills on to the parking lot outside the set.

sean

Awe hell no. Hell no!

The boulder just barely doesn’t hit SEAN’S car.

sean

Phew, that was a close call. Time to get this crap to that whack job.


SEAN gets into his car and drives off.









CUT TO:

EXT. 233 EXECUTIVE DR. – DAY

REY JAY is awaiting SEAN outside the building. SEAN gets out of the car holding the hockey mask, Crazy Monkey Artifact and THE SPACE WARLORD’S plastic sword. REY JAY rushes to SEAN when he gets out his car.

rey jay

Did you do it!? You did everything he asked!

sean

Yes, chill out will you!?

rey jay

You wouldn’t be able to “chill out” if your girlfriend was hanging about a giant vat of acid!

sean

Ya know, I can turn this car back right now-

Rey jay

No, no, no, that’s alright. I’m sorry. I’ve just been so riled up since VANESSA has been kidnapped.

sean

I bet.









CUT TO:

INT. 233 EXECUTIVE DR. – DAY

SEAN and REY JAY enter the building. It is dark like last time.

sean

Hey, PHANTOM! You can come out now!

REY JAY leaves the room laughing evily. The theme from The Phantom of the Opera starts playing. A purple light lightens to reveal THE PHANTOM. THE PHANTOM laughs.

the phantom

Foolish boy! You fell for our trap!

sean

No, not really. The whole idea that someone would want to kidnap REY JAY RAY’S loser girlfriend just so he could put his worst enemy in a lame scavenger hunt is pretty hard to swallow.

REY JAY is standing on a scaffolding behind THE PHANTOM.

rey jay

Quiet you! Now its time to reveal my most shocking twist yet!

THE PHANTOM takes off his left hand. He picks up a grenade launcher from the ground. THE PHANTOM attaches it to wear his left hand was. He begins to laugh.

sean

Oh great, let me guess, he’s a cyborg!

rey jay

Wrong! He’s an android! Cyborgs are humans with mechanical parts! Androids are purely synthetic!

sean

Sounds like someone’s been watching too many sci-fi shows.

rey jay

I’ve had enough of your smarmy remarks! R.J. ROBOT, take him out!

R.J. ROBOT flies behind SEAN and lands near him.

rey jay

Now lets see how you do when taking on two of my mechanical menaces!

The Theme From The Phantom of the Opera stops playing. The building is lighten up like it was when REY JAY and SEAN arrived earlier. R.J. ROBOT starts by flying towards SEAN. SEAN dodges by running away towards his left. R.J. ROBOT and THE PHANTOM begin firing their weapons in SEAN’S direction. SEAN runs across the left wall as he dodges their attacks. SEAN eventually runs just below the scaffolding REY JAY is standing on. R.J. ROBOT and THE PHANTOM nearly hit the scaffolding.

rey jay

Watch where you’re shooting you two unless you want to become a couple of can openers!

R.J. ROBOT flies and tackles SEAN to the ground. SEAN slides across the floor and stops when he reaches the wall. THE PHANTOM goes to shoot a grenade. SEAN begins to run. He just barely isn’t hit by it. SEAN is struck hard to the floor by the explosion. SEAN gets up and starts running again.

sean

(annoyed)

This is starting to piss me off.

R.J. ROBOT starts to fly up towards SEAN.

r.j. robot

Surrendor now or face immediate termination!

SEAN picks up the Crazy Monkey Artifact and throws it in R.J. ROBOT’S face. R.J. ROBOT crashes into the wall and breaks through it.

sean

That’s one down. Eat plastic sword ugly!

SEAN throws the SPACE WARLORD’S Sword at THE PHANTOM. It doesn’t phase him.

sean

Crap!

SEAN makes another run for it.

sean

Hey, REY JAY! What did you say about firing over here!

SEAN runs to the bottom of the scaffolding.

rey jay

No, stop firing PHANTOM!

THE PHANTOM stops. SEAN stands triumphentally.

sean

Looks like you’re out of tricks REY JAY. Time to give up!

rey jay

Oh, I’m not done yet!

R.J. ROBOT flies back into the building.

sean

(annoyed)

Goddamnit.

R.J. ROBOT flies towards SEAN. It bumps into THE PHANTOM. They both fall to the floor.

sean

Very smooth guys. Real smooth. Hey…that’s it!

SEAN makes sure he is standing in front of THE PHANTOM.

sean

Come and get me C-3PO!

R.J. ROBOT turns around and targets SEAN. THE PHANTOM targets SEAN as well.

rey jay

No, don’t do that! No!

R.J. ROBOT and THE PHANTOM fire simultaneously. They hit each other. R.J. ROBOT is nearly destroyed and falls to the ground. THE PHANTOM is pierced by R.J. ROBOT’S laser. The laser goes through THE PHANTOM and hits the vat of acid. Its contents spill on top of THE PHANTOM and R.J. ROBOT.

sean

Better get out of here!

SEAN runs towards the scaffolding. He begins to climb the ladder. REY JAY gets off the scaffold from the opposite end.

rey jay

I’ll get you for this SEAN! I’ll have my revenge you hear me! We’ll meet again!

REY JAY runs and exits. SEAN stops going up the scaffolding.

sean

Oh shit, my car!

SEAN begins to run outside.









CUT TO:

EXT. 233 EXECUTIVE DR. – DAY

SEAN runs outside. He looks frantically for his car. It is unharmed.

sean

Today must be my lucky day.

SEAN gets into his car and begins to drive off.









CUT TO:

EXT. MCBURGER – NIGHT

SEAN is sitting outside a local MCBURGER fast food place. He has his journal out. We hear a voice over of what he is writing while we see him writing.

sean v.o.

And that concludes our adventure. In the end, I think I did the right thing. Life is like that sometimes. I guess you have to do things that you probably shouldn’t have to do, but there is no way to tell until you do it. Does that make any sense? At least I got some free crap out of this deal. Like this nice new disguise.

SEAN puts on THE SERIAL KILLER’S mask and begins to walk towards his car. A group of little kids start staring at him.

sean

What are you lookin’ at? Its not like you’re any better lookin’ freckle face.

SEAN gets into his car and drives off into the sunset.









FADE OUT

THE END

